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before the final settlement of Mehemet AH did not diminish, but rather enhanced, the diplomatic prestige accruing to Palmerston from this transaction. He had discredited the military resources of Egypt, the invincibility of Mehemet himself, and the necessity which it had been said Louis Philippe and his ministers would experience of yielding to the war-cry of France. In doing this Palmerston had not only divided the Cabinet, he had placed his House of Commons majority under a dangerous strain. He had gone perilously near to involving Europe in a general war. But all his calculations and the private intelligence on which he so greatly relied had been justified by the event. Russia had tacitly abandoned the pretensions embodied in the Unkiar Skelessi treaty, to keep Turkey indefinitely under Russian tutelage. The Dardanelles were closed against the war-ships of all countries. Turkey herself had been presented with the opportunity of showing her capacities of progress, and of entering upon a new career under the common protection of Europe. This is what the shrewd Aberdeen had foreseen when he dissented from his colleagues in their outcry against Palmerston's early diplomacy in the Mehemet AH imbroglio. The cleverness and success of Palmerston's coup are beyond doubt. At the same time he exposed himself to the criticism of Thiers. Mehemet AH was to be crushed that the integrity of the Turkish empire might be maintained. And yet the Sultan was to shed Acre and Egypt that Mehemet Ali might be satisfied The Palmerstonian triumphs, though placing England at the head of Europe, did not prevent the fall of his Government. That brought with it the return
under  Sir  Robert Peel  of Lord Aberdeen in 1841*
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